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they considered that these had in any way offended
against "the majesty of the Hanscatic nation in the
person of any of its members or officers/5 They
would then threaten to transport their factory into
some other city, and once actually carried out the
threat. They suspended all trade with Flanders,
blocked its ports, and refused to buy its goods. At
the last the murmurs of the artizans thus thrown out
of work, and the general distress among the people,
forced the rulers to crave grace and to beg for the
return of these masterful, strangers, even according
them new privileges, that is to say, new weapons
of oppression. I''or the League, on these occasions
of proud resentment, took the most; menacing of
tones and exacted a heavy satisfaction. Thus once,
because one of its members had been, as it considered,
gravely insulted, and others murdered, it demanded
that a chapel should be built and masses founded to
pray for the repose of the souls of those who had
perished ; and that a large indemnity should bo paid
to the relations of the dead and to tin: division of the
League to which they belonged. And, further, in
order to induce this division to return to 'Bruges, it
was requisite that: one hundred of the chief burghers
should come in procession to the Carmelite convent
and ask public pardon from the Hansentics, and that
sixteen of these should go in pilgrimage to Santiago
de Compastello ami four to the Holy Sepulchre at
Jerusalem. Only after such expiation would the
division allow itself to be re-established.

The dissensions and revolutions which, in the four-
teenth century, convulsed Flanders and  caused the